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KANNADA-MARATHI SHORT STORY TRANSLATION WORKSHOP
AND LITERARY PROGRAMMES

Trandation of some thirty Kannada
short stories into Konkani and Marathi
languagesisone of theimportant projects
undertaken by the Central Sahitya
Akademi recently. Konkani translation
was accomplished at Gadag, Dharwar
District while Marathi trandation was
doneat Suttur, Nanjangud Taluk, Mysore
District. This programme was held
between 8-13 Feb. 2009. The JSS
Mahavidyapeetha provided local
hospitality to the participants during the
workshop. The inaugural function took
place on 8.2.2009. Dr. Siddhalinga
Pattanashetty, the Convenor of Kannada
Committee and Sri A.S. llangovan,
Regional Secretary of Sahitya Akademi,
Sri H. Gangadharan, Director of JSS
Law Studies participated, and, the
Convenor of Marathi Committee, Sri
Lakshman Gaikwad presided over the
function.

Inaugurating the workshop, Sri
Gangadharan opined that trandation is
not just acerebral activity, but it involves
the whole being of a translator and
therefore it mingles one culture with
another beyond the intention of a mere

mechanical taking over from one
language to another. Therefore, one
realizes the complex nature of this
enterprise. Hefelt happy that such atask
is undertaken by the scholars who are
bilingual experts. Dr. Siddhalinga
Pattanashetty underscored that, though
many texts from different languages
have come to Kannada, the reverse
process is not very encouraging. Since
this 'lagging behind' iscostly, it must
be rectified by scholarswithout further
loss of time. He pointed out that the
present workshop isone of thefirst steps
inthat direction. Dr. Pattanashetty turned
his attention to Vachana literature in
general and Shoonyasampadane in
particular and inferred that translating
them to other languageswould certainly
go a long way in enriching those
languages too. Sri [langovan traced the
various programmes chalked out and
executed by the Southern Regional
Office on behalf of the Akademi. He
reiterated that the Akademi's major focus
has been on Indian languages owing to
the richness contained in them. Sri
Lakshman Gaikwad, during his
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Presidential Remarks, felt that the
vibrancy of theregional languagesinthe
Indian context has already been
established and thereisaneed to transmit
that vigour to other languages through
trandation. R.K. Naik, Uma Kulkarni,
Meena Wangikar, Meghana Kulkarni,
Ashok Aminabhavi, Sandhya Desh
pande, Vinod Gaikwad, Chandra kant
Waghmare, Revathi V. Katti and K.N.
Deshapande were the participating
translators. Since the stories had been
made avilable to them earlier, they had
come with their trandations and during
the workshop they had ample
opportunities to fine-tune their work so
that, at the end of the workshop, they
were able to prepare the final version.

The organizers were thoughtful
enough to accommodate a multi-lingual
Poets M eet amidst the six-day workshop
in which R.V.S. Sundaram, P. Mani,
Ravi Subramanian, Adeeb Akhtar,
Jayashree Shanbhag, C.N. Srinath,
Dharanidevi Malagatti, C. Naganna,
Manjunth Latha, K. Sudheendra,
Mahadeva Shankanapura and S.P.
Umadevi presented their new poems. In
asimilar manner, somewell-known short
story writers of Kannada, Madhava
Kulkarni, Mogalli Ganesh, Soma
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shekhara Bisalwadi and Nagamangala
Krishnamurthy presented their short
stories. Both the Poets' Meet and the
short story presentations engaged
creatively an appreciative audience of
scholars and poetry enthusiasts. The
silent and sylvan environs of JSS Guest
House, which is far removed from the
din of the city, lent positive vibrations
to the proceedings.

The workshop drew to a close with
the Valedictory Function on 13.2.2009.
Gracing the occasion, the Pontiff of
Suttur Mutt, Sri Jagadguru Shivarathri
Deshikendra Mahaswamiji felt
immensely happy that a meaningful
activity of cultural exchange had been
accomplished successfully at Suttur
situated on the river Canvery. He
assured the organizers and the
participants that the Mutt would readily
extend its co-operation in future as well
to such projects which bring various
culturesonacommon platforminaspirit
of mutual understanding. Scholars such
as T.R.S. Sharma, Siddhalingaiah,
Jambukeshwar, M.G. Sadanandaiah,
Prabhuswamy and the faculty members
of the JSS institutions at Suttur
participated in the programme.
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